
 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE SALMON ANNOUNCES THE OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE 2022 
PAN-PACIFIC WINTER HIGH SEAS EXPEDITION 

*Official quotes available at bottom of page 

The International Year of the Salmon (IYS) and the North Pacific Anadromous Fish Commission (NPAFC) are 
excited to announce the launch of the 2022 IYS Pan-Pacific Winter High Seas Expedition supported by NPAFC 
member countries (Canada, Japan, the Republic of Korea, the Russian Federation, and the United States of 
America) and partners. Four research vessels and over sixty scientists and crew will depart their respective ports 
between late January and mid-February 2022 to conduct the largest ever pan-Pacific research expedition to study 
salmon and their ecosystems in the North Pacific Ocean.   
 
The 2022 Expedition is a major international effort engaging governments, academia, NGOs, and industry to begin 
a new collaborative approach to filling the gaps in our understanding of what is happening to salmon in a rapidly 
changing North Pacific Ocean. Four research vessels will be deployed between January and April 2022 to cover 
four zones spanning the North Pacific. The fleet for the 2022 Expedition will include one research vessel 
from Canada (the CCGS Sir John Franklin), one from the United States (the NOAA Ship Bell M. Shimada), one 
from Russia (the R/V TINRO), and a commercial fishing vessel from Canada (the F/V Raw Spirit).   
 
While the vessels are at sea you can follow their progress on the IYS Website and on all IYS online media platforms 
(Twitter, Instagram, Facebook). There will be a series of activities for the launch and return of individual vessels.  
 
Building off successful international expeditions into the Gulf of Alaska in 2019 and 2020, and the 2021 Western 
Pacific Winter Expedition, the major objective of the 2022 Expedition is to better understand how increasingly 
extreme climate variability in the North Pacific Ocean and the associated changes in the physical environment 
influence the abundance, distribution, migration, and growth of Pacific salmon. To document salmon ecology, 
vessels will systematically deploy oceanographic gears and trawl nets at stations approximately 60 nautical miles 
apart across the North Pacific Ocean, sampling environment and ecosystem from microscopic plankton to large 
predators such as salmon sharks, with an emphasis on catching salmon and associated species. The Canadian 
commercial vessel will simultaneously deploy gillnets to assess the effectiveness of trawl nets to sample the 
community of fishes and composition of salmon, including steelhead, in these surface waters. All of the data 
collected will be made publicly accessible.  
 
Novel technologies such as genomics, environmental DNA (eDNA), and ocean gliders will be utilized to test their 
potential to enhance our monitoring of salmon and the ecosystem. Recent advancements in DNA analyses allow 
researchers to determine the river of origin for salmon caught during the expedition, which enables us to understand 
for the first time how different stocks of salmon are distributed across the North Pacific. eDNA analyses will allow 
researchers to assess the full range of the biodiversity, especially for species not captured in traditional sampling 
gears.   
  

Press Release  
 

https://yearofthesalmon.org/2022expedition/
https://twitter.com/yearofthesalmon
https://www.instagram.com/internationalyearofthesalmon/
https://www.facebook.com/yearofthesalmon


The 2022 Pan-Pacific Winter High Seas Expedition is made possible by in-kind ship time contributions from 
Canada and the United States, and additional financial and technical contributions from Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada, the British Columbia Salmon Restoration and Innovation Fund (Fisheries and Oceans Canada and the 
Province of British Columbia), the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the North Pacific Research 
Board, the Great Pacific Foundation, the Pacific Salmon Foundation, the Russian Federal Research Institute of 
Fisheries and Oceanography, Japan Fisheries Research and Education Agency, the North Pacific Anadromous Fish 
Commission, the North Pacific Fisheries Commission, the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, the Tula Foundation, the University of Alaska Fairbanks, the University of British 
Columbia, Oregon State University, and the University of Washington.  
  
About International Year of the Salmon   
  
The IYS is a five-year initiative (2018–2022) to establish conditions for the resilience of salmon and people in a 
changing world. It is a hemispheric partnership led by the North Pacific Anadromous Fish Commission in the North 
Pacific, the North Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organization in the North Atlantic, as well as by NGOs, the private 
sector, governments, and academic organizations.    
  
About NPAFC  
  
The NPAFC is an international organization that promotes the conservation of salmon (chum, coho, pink, sockeye, 
Chinook, and cherry salmon) and steelhead trout in the North Pacific and its adjacent seas and serves as a venue for 
cooperation in and coordination of scientific research and enforcement activities. The NPAFC Convention Area is 
located in international waters north of 33°N latitude in the North Pacific, Bering Sea and the Sea of Okhotsk 
beyond the 200-mile zones of coastal States. NPAFC member countries include Canada, Japan, the Republic of 
Korea, the Russian Federation, and the United States of America.   
 
Information and Updates for the 2022 IYS Pan-Pacific Winter High Seas Expedition: 
  
2022 Expedition Webpage:  
https://yearofthesalmon.org/2022expedition/   
 
IYS Twitter:  
@yearofthesalmon  
 
IYS Instagram:  
@internationalyearofthesalmon  
 
IYS Facebook:  
International Year of the Salmon – North Pacific   
 
Photos and videos for press use available here: 
2022 Expedition Press Release Media 
 
For more information, please contact IYS Communications Coordinator Camille Jasinski at 
cjasinski@npafc.org. 
 
Quotes: 
 
“Changes in the North Pacific Ocean over the last decade have had unprecedented effects on our fisheries, 
communities, and cultures that depend on it. This international survey seeks to provide new insight into 
ecosystem shifts that have resulted in changes in salmon returns to rivers from Alaska to California. The better we 
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understand what is behind these shifts, the better we all can anticipate and prepare for future changes.” 
 
Dr. Cisco Werner, Chief Science Advisory & Director of Scientific Programs, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA)  

“The NPAFC is excited to lead this historic international effort that is unprecedented not only in its pan-Pacific 
scope but also in its degree of international cooperation, collaboration, and partnerships. This expedition will 
undoubtedly make new discoveries about the complex ecology of salmon in the open ocean, but perhaps more 
importantly will begin the transformation needed to better understand and manage salmon in an increasingly 
uncertain North Pacific Ocean.” 
 
Doug Mecum, President, North Pacific Anadromous Fish Commission 
 
“The North Pacific Research Board is pleased to be a contributing partner for the first ever Winter Pan-Pacific 
High Seas Research Expedition. Reaching from the Gulf of Alaska to Kamchatka, with four research vessels and 
a cadre of international scientists, this is a first for scientists sampling such a huge swath of salmon waters during 
winter in the North Pacific. We still lack information on the critical ocean life history phase of salmon — these 
surveys represent a huge step forward in understanding salmon distribution and the factors affecting salmon 
populations during the marine phase. We wish our survey ships and crews fair winds and calm seas!” 

Lynn Palensky, Executive Director, North Pacific Research Board  

“It is incredibly exciting to be part of such an amazing scientific expedition!  This is definitely a 'once in a career' 
opportunity and I am really looking forward to all the discoveries we will collectively make.  It's been a long road 
putting it all together, but I am confident this cruise will change how we think about salmon in the ocean. It's 
Darwin's voyage of the Beagle of our time!" 
 
 Dr. Laurie Weitkamp, Chief US Scientist for the 2022 Pan-Pacific Winter High Seas Expedition, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) 
 
“This is an exciting time for salmon science!  For the first time in decades, international cooperation across the 
North Pacific will provide an invaluable snapshot of salmon distributions, their health, and their environmental 
conditions in these times of changing climate. I expect these results will be foundational as we also begin a much 
larger study under the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science.”  

Dr. Brian Riddell, Science Advisor, Pacific Salmon Foundation 

“I am extremely pleased that the International Year of the Salmon’s bold 2022 Pan-Pacific Expedition is set to 
begin. Through the vision and perseverance of an international team of researchers and leadership from NPAFC 
countries and partners, we are about to transform the way we study salmon and the North Pacific Ocean.” 

Mark Saunders, Director, International Year of the Salmon 
 
“As climate change makes the Pacific Ocean more variable, we need to know much more about what affects 
salmon survival in this complex marine environment. This expedition will create a critical knowledge base to help 
scientists and managers recover salmon and oversee sustainable fisheries under the increasingly uncertain 
conditions in our warming ocean.”   
 
Dr. Jacques White, Executive Director, Long Live the Kings 
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Zone map for the 2022 Pan-Pacific Winter High Seas Expedition 


