
‘Indigenous Knowledge and Science to 
Empower Salmon and Salmon Peoples’

Dr. Andrea Reid, Dr. Shelley Denny, Dr. Camilla Brattland, & the ISP Collective

Outcomes from the International Gathering of 
Indigenous Salmon Peoples (ISP)















Diamond Point



Reid and Ban, In Press (commissioned from Nicole Marie Burton)





Event Overview

DAY 1 - CEREMONY 

• Welcome, Elder Larry Grant

• Coastal Wolf Pack

• Csetkwe Fortier

• Git Hayetsk Dancers

• Open floor

• Salmon dinner

DAY 2 - STRATEGY TABLE

• Asserting and Advancing 
Indigenous Rights to Salmon

• Implementing Indigenous 
authority and decision-making 
in multi-jurisdictional salmon 

management

• Indigenous relationships with 
salmon and (re-)creating social 
and ecological conditions for 

an abundant future

DAY 3 - INDIGENOUS SCIENCE

• Welcome, Chancellor Steven Point

• Sápmi Salmon Management
• Mi’kmaq Salmon Governance
• Kamchatka Salmon Fisheries

• Fish outlaws in British Columbia
• Sámi Salmon Struggles

• Decolonizing Alaskan Fisheries

• Dialogue session

• Closing



Approach and Guiding Questions 

Questions to guide discussions 
1. How can Indigenous Salmon Peoples (ISP) 

exercise rights and jurisdiction 
internationally?

2. How can ISP work across different scales and 
jurisdictional boundaries? 

3. How can ISP draw from laws, legislation, and 
frameworks to advance Indigenous-led 
interests? 

4. What could be featured within an 
international ISP declaration or other 
outcomes? 

Priorities: 
• Indigenous-led
• Action-oriented 
• Guided by ceremony, song, language and 

storytelling
• Collaboration of like-minded salmon people, 

communities, organizations and 
governments 

• Collective sharing in order to identify next 
steps 



Overarching Themes

1) The Importance of Tradi3onal Knowledge
“So many things that we know…science cannot begin to understand.” - Dr.  Judith Sayers, President 
of the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council

2) Asser3on of Indigenous Legal Orders and Rights 
“Prac;sing Indigenous laws makes us outlaws.” - Áslat Holmberg, Sami Council President

3) Empowering Youth to Connect with Salmon
“I can't imagine my life without salmon. I fear that future genera;ons won’t know this abundance” 
- Hugh Braker, First Na3ons Fisheries Council, Special Rapporteur of Day 2

4) Interna3onal Indigenous Collabora3on
“We’re all in the same canoe, paddling in the same direc;on.”- Cliff Atleo Sr., Ahousaht First Na3on







Indigenous Knowledge and Science to 
Empower Salmon and Salmon Peoples

Hybrid seminar with indigenous researchers 
presenting their work on salmon
Zoom participants: between 60 and 70, not all 
content shared
In dialogue with the themes and emerging issues 
from the preceding days
Striking commonalities between Indigenous 
Salmon Peoples from Atlantic, Arctic and Pacific 
salmon rivers: 



Empowering Indigenous Knowledge cont.

Hopeful restoration work and 
research projects: 
- restoration work (Näätämö, 

Columbia, others)
- collaboration across 

disciplines 
- upholding the need to learn 

from Elders and traditions



Research needs for the future

- recruitment of young researchers 
to the field

- utilise wide variety of methods
- journalism, poetry, storytelling, 

monitoring, interviews, 
governance studies and much 
more!





Next Steps 

To be provided: 
• ReporTng on the ISPG proceedings 
• Survey 
• CoaliTon or Network of Indigenous Salmon 

Peoples
• Salmon Ceremony 2023
• NASCO meeTng in 2023
• InternaTonal Indigenous Salmon Peoples 

Accord, MOU, DeclaraTon or Network  

Principles: disrupTng the current models and 
status quo, liZing up all Indigenous Salmon 
Peoples, nesTng, social networks, lateral 
connecTons…we will meet again! 

How can ISP continue to support each other?

● Is there support for a more formalized follow-
up in the future (e.g. political)?

● How can participants bring the proceedings 
back to their respective leadership, decision-
making authorities, venues and tables for 
additional dialogue?

● How can we provide the structure and process 
to connect Indigenous peoples internationally?

● How can we increase the participation of ISP 
in state-led salmon management? 



T'ooyaḵsim̓ n̓isim̓
Giitu

Wela'liek

Our challenge to IYS attendees…


